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Gold Nugget Award Winners Announced!

The stars shone brightly on Thursday, June 26th in San Francisco as the winners of the 

45th annual Gold Nugget Awards were announced as a feature highlight of PCBC – Homebuilding’s Premier Tradeshow and Conference.

Attendees enjoyed an evening of inspiration and positive energy as they celebrated creative achievements in architectural design and land use planning for residential, commercial and industrial projects.
“Relevance keeps the Gold Nugget Awards at the forefront of design/planning competitions, as our 2008 winners demonstrate,” said Judging Chairman Peter Mayer of Peter M. Mayer Productions. “Our Merits and Grands represent an amazing diversity of locales, projects and design/planning firms, Gold Nugget winners share one common denominator: excellence and innovation in addressing complex design/build issues.”

Entries for the competition come from 14 Western states and international countries. Grand Award winners emerged from the Award of Merit honorees in each category. The competition focused on 49 categories with a total of 520 entries submitted in total. Winners emerged from Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Oregon, Texas, Utah and Washington; and from Australia, Canada, China, Costa Rica, Mexico, South Korea, Taiwan and Thailand. 

“The Gold Nugget Awards program has traditionally been a forum for introducing new and exceptional talent to the real estate development industry, and this year was no exception. After reviewing projects that are submitted for judging anonymously, we were gratified to learn that many of Merit and Grand winners were by new and lesser known firms who now very deservedly take their place in the spotlight.” Stated Barry Berkus, principal of Berkus Design Studio, 2008 Gold Nugget Judge.

Winners included: 

Home of the Year honors awarded to CSE & Associates with DTJ Design for Trapper’s Cabin at Promontory – The Bridger Model in Park City, Utah 

Detached Community of the Year honors awarded to Harvard Investments and Swaback & Partners Architecture & Planning for Talking Rock located in Prescott, Arizona

Attached Community of the Year Urban honors went to The Schuster Group and architects/planners MITHUN for Mosler Lofts located in Seattle, Washington. This community was also awarded with Sustainable Community of the Year – Attached.

Attached Community of the Year Suburban was awarded to Brookfield Homes and the design firm of MVE & Partners for Harmony at Colony Park in Anaheim, California

Masterplanned Community of the Year was awarded to Portola Springs in Irvine, California developed by Irvine Community Development Company and planned by TRG Land.

Neighborhood Site Plan was awarded to The Cottage Company and Ross Chapin Architects for Danielson Grove in Kirkland, Washington

Sustainable Commercial/Industry Project was awarded to The Ranch House at Del Sur in San Diego, CA. Developed by Black Mountain Ranch, LLC 

Seniors Housing honors went to Myhre Group Architects and Touchmark Development for Meadow Lake Village in Meridian, Idaho


The official Gold Nugget Winners Book 2008 is now available on the GNA website and includes a complete listing of Grand and Merit Award winners, plus photos, judges’ comments and more.  

The Gold Nugget Awards wishes to extend its gratitude to all of the companies who supported with entries, sponsorship and attendance at this years event. 

For more information, e-mail Lisa Parrish, lparrish@thenationals.com or call her at 800-658-2751 or 909-987-2758.
